Norman (See Record No. 1.300)
At home in Lancaster on Thursday November 17th 2005.

Talking with Nigel Ingham.

1. Wartime: We looked at an adult Gas Mask.  Norman wore a gas mask as a child on Barlow Home. It was a ‘bit heavy’ even though children had a ‘small one.’
2. Wartime: Knew that there was an air raid because ‘a siren goes off. A siren. You had to go downstairs, in the cellar when siren’s on. Air raid shelter.’ In Barlow Home. Lucky not to get bombed – Liverpool and London got it bad. Heard planes going over. No soldiers at hospital. During the night had to get out of bed and go downstairs. (Clothing and Routines) ‘You get wrapped up warm. Cold night… A blanket… Woolly blanket.’ Norman wore ‘night clothes… Like a nightshirt. No pyjamas.’ Nightshirt could belong to anybody. No names on nightshirts. 

3. When first went to Barlow Home clothing had no names on. ‘After the war started putting names on. After the war. When the war was over.’ 

4. Entering Hospital: Lived in Birkenhead, ‘When I was four I went to Royal Albert. Four years old.’ Had ‘hospital clothing’ when first came. ‘Now I can wear my own clothes at home now.’ Didn’t feel too bad wearing hospital clothing. But ‘get too warm in the summer. Get thin clothes now. All things have changed.’
5. Entering Hospital: When Norman was first at the Royal Albert, ‘I was in bed all time. Went to bed. We had tonic to drink. Medicine… When I was four years old… When I first day went… To get a rest from been travelling… From Birkenhead to Lancaster.’ First time away from home. ‘I’d been at home four years.’
6. Norman had visits from Mother and Grandmother. ‘After that my stepfather came. I didn’t have a father. He came in classroom, at the school… Opening day.’ His mother was with him, feeling better then.    Can you remember how often your family came to visit you Norman? ‘Every three times. I got a month’s holiday at home… Summer.’ Every year. Norman was punished one year: ‘One year didn’t go because being naughty… Stop me holidays… Not doing what I was told… Being violent so they stopped my holidays… Going on about 11 or 12… Punching, fighting.’ This was fighting with other children. ‘After that New Year went back - my holidays. Just one year – learnt your lesson to be good… Learnt my lessons after that.’ This was on Barlow Home. 

7. Routines & Work & Moving Wards 

NI: You were saying that when you went on Dawson Ward -

Norman: Yes I did, yes.

NI: … Were there ‘big fellas’? Were you saying they were big?

Norman:  On Male Side. Male. That’s on the male side. You get used to it when you’ve been there a bit, on Dawson Ward. You get used to it.

NI: What did you get used to?

Norman: The routine…

NI: And what were the routines that you had to do on Dawson Ward Norman?

Norman: Go to work and come home at five. I used to work in Tailor’s Shop…

NI: What was your job in the Tailor’s Shop?

Norman: Sewing. Doing back stitching… 

NI: …That sounds skilful

Norman: Yes. And you used sewing machine as well. You learnt how to use a sewing machine…

NI: Had you done that before?

Norman: First time I done it.

NI: How did that feel like?

Norman: All right. Then you had to put pockets in trousers. First of all doing sitting cross legged on the bench stitching, doing back stitching, that first job.’ 

NI: And who taught you how to stitch Norman?

Norman: Mrs Pym, a lady…  And another tailor Mr. Jones. He was the boss. Another tailor in next room…  Two Tailor’s Shops. 

NI: And how did you come to go to the Tailor’s Shop? Did you choose that or – 

Norman: No they give me it. 

NI: And who gave it to you?

Norman: Mr. Hudson, the Chief, Chief Male Nurse. The Chief… 

NI: And do you remember him telling you?

Norman: Yeah. Then after been to see him, go to the ward - after seeing him. You go to the office first, your first day you go to the Male Side.

NI: So when you went on Dawson Ward the first day you were sent to see Mr Hudson were you?

Norman: Before I went to Dawson Ward.

NI: When you were still on Barlow?

Norman: The same day we went to office, straight to Dawson Ward, from the office.

NI: So who sent you to the office? Do you remember?

Norman: Oh Barlow Home did… A nurse. Transferred.

NI: And when you went to the office, did you go on your own or did you go with other boys?

Norman: Four of us went.

NI: You all went together?

Norman: Yes. In the same ward, Dawson Ward.  We sit on separate table… First week… Then went to bed at half past six at night. On the Monday stay up for a bit till about ten o’clock. Everybody went to bed at ten. Everybody… Every night.’

NI: But the first week you went to bed at half past six?

Norman: Yes. The first week. 

8. NI: And then the next week – 

9. Norman: You stay up.
10. Ward Routines: 

NI: What time had you gone to bed on Barlow Home?

Norman: Half past six.

NI: So how did it feel going to bed at ten o’clock?

Norman: Oh a bit strange. I go to bed anytime I like now at home. 

NI: How does that feel?

Norman: All right, great… 

Ni: So you make your own choices now?

11. Norman: You do now, yes. My own choice.

12. Dawson Ward Dormitories. 

And when you went to bed at ten o’clock on Dawson Ward what was the dormitory like Norman? 

Oh it was one big room with beds in it. It’s three rooms: 103, 104, 105. It’s three bedrooms altogether with beds in it… All in lines. Four rows… Hundred and three my bedroom was with small lads in it. 

With the small ones in it? 

It’s one there – bed. You have one row there, another one there and two on thre other side. Had a gap way down the middle. 

So there were four rows? 

One, two on one side. Another two on the other side. 

And what was the space between the beds Norman? 

About here to there. From here to there. 

That’s nothing is it. There’s just enough space for somebody to walk down. Yes. 

But no more. So you were very close to the person next to you. 

Not too close. 

Not too close. 

13. No.
14. Barlow Home Dormitories. 

And on Barlow Home how had the beds been? 

Oh round the wall in a big dormitory and a small dormitory. 

And on Barlow Home which dormitory were you in? 

I was in the small dormitory first – in the big dormitory first, in the small one after. 

Sister Corkhill was in charge. She was ‘Strict. Discipline.’ Sister Hubbard was there first then Sister Corkhill. Both these enforced discipline. Then after Sister Corkhill left, Sister Jeremy came. Sister Corkhill went to Storey Home. Sister Jeremy – ‘She’s a nice woman… Used to go out on trips.’ Not been out on trips before. Remembers going to Morecambe lights, and on beach, Silverdale, Arnside. ‘Then went to Winmarleigh Hall, just play around. Went to pictures on a Tuesday afternoon, to cinemas, in the same place… Wednesday night adult goes…’
15. Girls and Boys Separated. Barlow Home – just boys. Girls stay on Main Building – ‘Nursery End.’ ‘Separate then. Boys in one end, and girls in another.’ In Barlow Home only met the girls ‘on dancing night, on a Monday night… They had Matron standing in front of stage watching. Officers. Any misbehaving. Any hanky-panky.’ There was hanky-panky ‘sometimes. I got stopped going… Doing hanky-panky. Stopped going to the dance… Naughty things (with the girls). You get hair combed with fine comb, see if any nits in your head… ‘ Norman was punished and stopped from going to dances for a time: ‘stopped your pleasure. No spending money.’ That was ‘awful, no pleasure. Bit boring without pleasure.’ Had to stay behind when rest went to a dance. ‘A bit boring. No television in them days. Nothing them days, television. Got a radio, a wireless, call them wireless them days.’ Other boys stayed behind as well.

