Jack Fletcher

September 1st 2005


1. Jack Fletcher (Record No. 1.200)
At home in Morecambe on Thursday September 1st 2005.

Talking with Nigel Ingham.

2. Jack talking about Agricultural Shows. 

3. Jack talks about working on the Farm. ‘We didn’t get paid until Dr. Thomas come… He started money off and then we got about sixpence a week.’ After that it went up. 

4. Spending money in shop in town on a Saturday. Had parole on a Saturday. Could go down town. Allowed out from 1 to 6 on a Saturday. At first had to have a member of staff. ‘We had to have a pass to go out… We always had to hand it in. We weren’t allowed to keep it, same as we are now.’

5. Entertainment: Friday night Jack used to go to pictures in Lancaster – Odeon and the Palace. Took out by night staff. Jack thinks he was on Derby Home when did this. 

6. Before Dr. Thomas started payment Jack and other residents used to have to go to Chief’s room on a Saturday afternoon and would get sweets or a little pie. Jack didn’t think much of this. 

7. Hospital changes to government ownership (National Health Service). Before that ‘Royal Albert was on its own… When it was the government you used to get more things, like. When it was on its own you couldn’t go anywhere without a staff…’ When going out Jack recalls maybe 3 or 4 residents with one member of staff going down town. 

8. Nobody complained about getting payment in sweets instead of money. 

9. After Hospital: Jack prefers here because can go out when you want. Recalls the lack of privacy at the Albert when ‘staff was on the ward with you all the time.’ 

10. Ward Routines: Baths on the ward. Staff did this all the time. Talks about how it works at Morecambe - more choice.

11. Jack looked at Farm photographs of Gogarburn where the farm manager used to work with the residents and farm staff. ‘Well Mr. Woof never did… He was just manager. He never did any work… Sometimes might do hay making but he never come and did any work. He was always in the office. He never turned out with us to work like.’ There was a day when he was needed by the vet and the farm staff but ‘he’d gone back to bed… So the vet got him out again… He (Mr. Woof) used to come round everyday but he never stopped and helped with the men. He never worked with the men…’ 

12. Jack looked at photographs of Gogarburn Hospital in Edinburgh when part of it was a military hospital during the Second World War. 

13. Jack discussed staff uniforms. 

14. Residents’ Work: Jack does not remember residents looking after wards. “I never knew a resident look after a ward. There was always a staff there.’

15. Derby Home Football Team photograph 1933 to 1934. Jack not sure whether he recognises one of them or not. 

16. Ward Routines: Cleaning. Jack looked at a picture of Rubbers (also known as Bumpers). ‘… wooden floors. And we used to have to rub ‘em too, the big rubbers, when we used to have to sweep up like… and then we used to have to rub to polish them. I can remember that… Oh it was hard work rubbing the floor, polishing it… (Looking at the photograph of the metal one) That was one of the rubbers we used to use… ‘ Didn’t recall the wooden ones. Remembers lads using these in the morning. ‘Some staff used to do it as well. It was hard work was them… Do it in the morning after breakfast… every morning I think. They were hard work were them, big heavy rubbers.’ Didn’t enjoy that.

17. After Hospital: Jack looked photographs: himself at the Lancaster Auction Mart taken on a visit there in 1989; and one of Stanley Byers outside house in Morecambe.

18. Jack looked at a photograph of Peggy Palmer.
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